Terms of Reference

Ad Hoc Panel on

Earthquake Information Distribution

Background:  The California Integrated Seismic Network (CISN) is jointly supported by the State of California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (California OES) and the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS).  CISN, in addition to being a jointly funded program of OES and USGS, is also part of the Advanced National Seismic System (ANSS), an initiative by the USGS to integrate, modernize, and expand earthquake monitoring and notification nationwide.  Participants in the CISN are the California Geological Survey, the Berkeley Seismological Laboratory of the University of California, the Seismological Laboratory of the California Institute of Technology, the USGS – Menlo Park, the USGS – Pasadena, and OES, which serves as a primary client for near real time seismic data.  Implementation of the ANSS is being led by the USGS – Golden, CO.

Purpose:  One of the principle goals of ANSS is to distribute reliable, accurate, and timely information on earthquake occurrences and effects in standard formats and displays to users with specific applications for these results and to the public in general.  The ANSS is committed to working with partners, member networks, and clients to achieve this important goal.  To this end the California OES and the USGS have formed an Ad Hoc Panel on Earthquake Information Distribution to develop a single strategy for the distribution of CISN/ANSS products.  Both California OES and USGS recognize that it is likely that this strategy will be implemented nationwide through the ANSS initiative.

Request to the Panel:
1.  Review the current earthquake information product types and product distribution systems being used within the CISN/ANSS, other ANSS elements, and other relevant activities.  

2.  Review the needs and capabilities of user groups to receive and apply earthquake information products through current distribution systems.

3.  Assess the strengths and weaknesses of current product distribution systems.

4.  Define a single, product distribution system with the following characteristics:

· Capability of providing continuous, reliable monitoring of seismic activity (M>1)


· Capability of pushing products automatically and immediately over reliable communications means with easily expandable capacity and with continuous, two-way, connectivity testing.


· Relevant products, as distributed, are to be compatible with standard GIS formats, and with client applications to the extent possible.

· Products and distribution system should build on existing analytical procedures, software developments, and distribution methods, to the extent possible.


· Products and distribution system should have nationwide applicability.


5.  Recommend steps to be taken to achieve the defined system.

The Ad Hoc Panel on Earthquake Information Distribution shall meet as necessary to accomplish the above noted charge and provide a brief report summarizing their findings and recommendations to California OES and USGS within ninety days of the date of issue of this charge.

Panel Co-chairs:  Lind Gee and David Oppenheimer
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